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= Can the Churches Be Good Neighbors? 

| its 

ugh POAU OUTLINES POLICY FOR DR. EISENHOWER 

— The brotherhood of man cannot be attained unless every church recognizes the right of every other church 
y : to propagate its doctrines without hindrance. This was the theme of a letter sent on September 17 by POAU Execu- 
Be tive Director Glenn L. Archer to Dr. Milton S. Eisenhower, brother of the President, who on a good will tour of 
id South America in August had received petitions from Roman Catholic leaders protesting against “propaganda and 
~ Fi proselytizing” by Protestant missionaries. The text of the letter follows: 

| de- 

me Dear Dr. Eisenhower: 

ted. During your recent tour of South America on behalf of the United States Government, you received 


representations from Roman Catholic leaders in Paraguay, Ecuador and Colombia to the effect that the 
Good Neighbor policy was being undermined by the “propaganda and proselytizing” of Protestant mission- 
aries in those countries, and you were urged to use your influence as a government official to put a damper 
a on such activities. Of course, they were asking you to do what no U. S. Government official has the power 
to do—that is, to direct or control the religious activities of American citizens just as Paraguayan, Ecua- 
dorian and Colombian public officials exercise supervisory powers over the religious activities of citizens 
of their countries. 

| am writing to you as a spokesman of an organization which is concerned with furthering a Good 
Neighbor policy among all religious faiths, and among all governments and churches in their relations with 
" one another—a policy which cannot prevail if public officials anywhere are allowed to restrict the free ex- 
e- ercise of religion by any persons or groups, however small in number. The Roman Catholic Church itself 
he maintains missionary enterprises in all parts of the world, and the United States of America has, historically 
» speaking, been one of its chief targets for “propaganda and proselytizing.” If a system of church-state 














a union had prevailed in the United States, as it does in Paraguay, Ecuador and Colombia, Roman Catholic 
of proselytizers would have been excluded, restricted or persecuted over here in the name of national and 
"Ss religious “unity,” and religious liberty would not have come to be the finest flower of U. S. civilization. 
ot The Roman Catholic Church has rightfully protested whenever governments in non-Catholic lands have re- 
. a ra its missionary activities. It is too bad that its leadership does not believe in equal rights for other 
t religions. 

- Newspaper accounts of your Good Neighbor tour, while noting the Roman Catholic representations to 
4 you, have not indicated that you made any reply. Would it not be well to make it clear at this time that the 
United States Government is irrevocably committed to the maxim of Abraham Lincoln, that “those who 
“ deny freedom to others deserve it not for themselves, and, under a just God, cannot long retain it”? Only 
$- thus can genuine understanding and brotherhood prevail among all the peoples of North and South America, 
0 and, indeed, of all the world. 

e 

i- Sincerely, 

. (Signed) Glenn L. Archer 

m Executive Director 

st | 

or 

od 











Peru, Argentina 


The petition to Dr. Eisenhower 
from the Latin-American church lead- 
ers was reported in a National Cath- 
dlic Welfare Conference (NC) news 
service dispatch of August 11 from 
Asuncion, Paraguay, which quoted 
from the text of a “joint note” by the 


Bishops of Paraguay submitted to the 
President’s brother by Archbishop 
Anibal Mena Porta of Asuncion. The 
story noted that similar “memo- 
randa” had also been submitted to 
Dr. Eisenhower in Ecuador and Co- 
tombia by “top . . . lay Catholics.” 
Subsequent stories from Peru and 


Argentina, although making no ref- 
erence to Dr. Eisenhower, disclosed 
that the Roman Catholic Church was 
pursuing the same line in those coun- 
tries. An NC dispatch of September 
8 from Lima, Peru, quoted a “joint 
statement” by the country’s four 


(Continued on page 5) 








STATE HAS CHURCH-APPOINTMENT 


POWER IN SPANISH CONCORDAT 


On August 27 in Rome, representatives of Francisco Franco and Pope 
Pius XII put their signatures to a Concordat in which the status of Roman 
Catholicism as the official religion of Spain was spelled out. 

The Concordat’s text provides new evidence that no “established” church 
is ever really free. Article VII, on the “Naming of Bishops,” states that “the 


norms of the accord covenanted be- 
tween the Holy See and the Spanish 
Government on June 7, 1941, shall 
continue to prevail.” Under this 
clause, when a bishop is to be ap- 
pointed the Franco government sub- 
mits six names to the Pope, who in 
turn selects three of these names 
from which the Spanish government 
finally picks the person actually des- 
ignated. Franco, in other words, ex- 
ercises the same privilege under this 
clause as did former kings of Spain. 
At other points in the Concordat a 
similar sharing of ecclesiastical ap- 
pointive power is called for—as in 
Article XX1, providing for a commis- 
sion on the “Upkeep of Church Build- 
ings” which “shall be composed, one- 
half, of members elected by the 
bishop and approved by the Govern- 
ment, and the other half of members 
designated by the Government with 
the approval of the bishop.” 

Such vital concessions are the price 
which the Roman Catholic Church 
has paid to the Spanish regime in or- 
der to obtain from it the official dec- 
laration (Article I of the Concordat) 
that the “Roman Catholic Apostolic 
Religion continues to be the only re- 
ligion of the Spanish nation, and shall 
enjoy the rights and prerogatives 
which belong to it in accordance with 
Divine Law and Canon Law.” 


Non-Catholics’ Status 


The rights of non-Catholics are re- 
ferred to briefly in Article I of the 
“Final Protocol” of the Concordat, 
as follows: 

“In the national territory, what is 
established in Article 6 of the Span- 
ish Bill of Rights (Fuero de los Es- 
panoles) shall continue in force. 

“With respect to the tolerance of 
non-Catholic faiths in territories of 
Spanish sovereignty in Africa, the 
‘status quo’ observed up till now shall 
continue in effect.” 

This means that a non-Catholic in 
Spain may not be “molested on ac- 
count of his religion, creed, or the 
private practice of his cult,” although 
the public practice of his cult will 
cause his arrest by the police; and 
that Moslems and Jews in Spanish- 
controlled African territories may 
continue to worship publicly as before 
(apparently because they are too nu- 
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merous to be placed under the re- 
strictions governing non-Catholics in 
Spain itself). 


The Holy See 


The “International Juridical En- 
tity of the Church” is recognized by 
Spain in Articles III, IV, and V of 
the Concordat, and assurance is given 
that “there shall continue to be per- 
manently accredited a Spanish am- 
bassador to the Holy See and an 
Apostolic Nuncio in Madrid,” the lat- 
ter being recognized as “dean of the 
diplomatic corps by the terms of com- 
mon law.” 

Under Articles XXVI, XXVII, and 
XXVIII, dealing with “Religious In- 
struction in Official Centers of Sec- 
ondary Education,” rigid ecclesias- 
tical controls of all schools, both tax- 
supported and otherwise, are set up. 
Some of the most significant passages 
follow: 


ARTICLE XXVI. In all teaching cen- 
ters of any kind and level, whether they 
be State schools or not, the instruction 
shall be adapted to the principles of dogma 
and ethics of the Catholic Church. 

The ordinaries shall exercise freely their 
mission of watchfulness over said teaching 
centers in what has to do with the purity 
of the faith, good manners, and religious 
education. 

The ordinaries shall be able to demand 
that books, publications and teaching ma- 
terials contrary to Catholic dogma and 
ethics not be permitted or that they may 
be withdrawn. 

ARTICLE XXVII. 1. The Spanish State 
guarantees the teaching of the Catholic re- 
ligion as regular, obligatory subject matter 
in all teaching centers, whether they be of 
the State or not, of any kind or level. 

Children of non-Catholics shall be ex- 
cused from such instruction when their 
parents, or whoever acts in place of the 
parents, request it. 

2. In the primary schools of the State, 
the instruction in religion shall be given 
by the teachers themselves, except in the 
case of objection by the ordinary to any 
of them for reasons referred to in Canon 
1381, paragraph three, of the Code of 
Canon Law. The instruction shall also be 
given periodically by the parish priest or 
his representative in the form of catechet- 
ical lessons. . . . 


Not only the schools, but the en- 
tire culture of the nation, are to be 
Church-dominated, as can be seen 
from Article XXIX: 

The State shall take care that in the In- 
stitutions and services for moulding public 


(Continued on page 7) 





Jesuit Weekly Opposes 
Censorship—Sometimes 


“A puzzled subscriber sent us off 
on an interesting little chase and we'd 
like to tell you the results,” America 
the Jesuit weekly, informed its read. 
ers on August 29. The “chase” jp. 
volved, among other things, finding 
out why “a certain Veterans Adminis. 
tration hospital library” possessed 
five copies of Paul Blanshard’s Amer. 
ican Freedom and Catholic Power 
and no copies of James M. O’Neill’s 
answering book, Catholicism and 
American Freedom. 

“We wrote (politely, we hope) and 
put the question to the VA top-side,” 
America continued. “We got an an- 
swer (certainly polite) which stil] 
leaves us puzzled. Our informant, 
while admitting that he ‘personally, 
would have felt a responsibility to 
represent both sides’ . . . gave no in- 
dication that the VA has a policy re- 
quiring such elementary fairminded- 
ness. . . .” And America concluded 
its little story with a threat that if 
the VA did not mend its ways it 
might experience “the uncomfortable 
feeling down its neck of the hot 
breath of a congressional investiga- 
tion.” 

Upon reading this story, Stanley 
Lichtenstein of POAU’s staff wrote 
to the Rev. Robert C. Hartnett, ed- 
itor of America, requesting further 
details of the case and copies of the 
correspondence between America and 
the VA on this question. “I have my- 
self had occasion in the past (Church 
and State Newsletter, September, 
1951) to protest discrimination 
against Mr. Blanshard’s book, and I 
am equally opposed to discrimination 
against Mr. O’Neill’s book,” Lichten- 

(Continued on page 4) 
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@ An editorial against religious separatism in American life, originally 
appearing in The Chicago Tribune, was quoted and praised by the Septem- 
ber 23 Christian Century, although the two publications disagree sharply 
on most other matters. The editorial, entitled “How Veterans Should Not 
Be Organized,” was written in comment upon a Jewish War Veterans’ con- 
yention, and said: “If there is any good reason for the existence of this so- 
ciety and of a parallel one, the Catholic War Veterans, it has always eluded 
us... . There are good reasons for forming an organization of blinded vet- 
erans because they have a common problem in their relations with the Vet- 
erans Administration. But there is no more logic in a Jewish veterans’ or- 
ganization than there would be in a Methodist Accountants’ association or 
a Baptist Bird Watching society. . . .” 


@ Courses in “The Role of Religion in American Culture and 
Education” and “Religion and Education in Contemporary Culture” 
have been inaugurated with the current semester at Teachers Col- 
lege, Columbia University. The instructors are Dr. Clarence Linton 
and Dr. Philip H. Phenix, respectively. 


@ The same argument is used by both Catholic and non-Catholic countries 
to justify suppression of minority religions. Switzerland, for instance, was 
recently the scene of a debate in the Zurich cantonal assembly over the 
question of whether or not to enforce strictly today a 79-year-old constitu- 
tional provision stating that “any activities carried on in the church or in 
schools is forbidden to the Jesuits.” The strict constructionists (who were 
defeated 95 to 35) reasoned that the article in question should be enforced 
in order to safeguard the religious “peace” of the country. . . . Suppression 
or threatened suppression of allegedly “trouble-making” sects has also been 
used by the governments of South Africa, India, Greece, Italy, Spain, and 
New Zealand (where Mormon missionaries on Niue Island face possible ex- 
pulsion ), to mention only a few. (See also story on page 1.) 


@ Nine of sixteen Amish parents were released and then re-ar- 
rested recently after an “anonymous friend” had paid fines levied 
on them for having defied Pennsylvania’s compulsory school attend- 
ance law. (Amish religious doctrine requires children to work on 
the farm at the age of fourteen.) ... A similar conflict at Geneva, 
Indiana, was resolved when the Rev. Don Lautzenheiser, local Meth- 
odist pastor, persuaded Amish parents to send their children to 
public school this term and close up their own Amish school. The 
Amish teacher had met neither state standards nor the standards 
of some of the parents themselves. 


@ “Confessional” (denominational) schools rather than “Christian Com- 
munity’’ (interdenominational) schools should be required by the West Ger- 
man state of Baden-Wuerttemberg, Chancellor Konrad Adenauer declared in a 
letter to Dr. Reinhold Maier, Minister-President of the state. Adenauer, 
flushed with his victory in the recent elections, was, in effect, reiterating 
his previous demand that Baden-Wuerttemberg “obey” the provisions of 
the 1933 Hitler-Vatican concordat rather than Baden-Wuerttemberg’s new 
draft constitution, which calls for interdenominational schools. This was 
also demanded last July by the American Archbishop Aloysius J. Muench 
of Fargo, N. D., the Papal Nuncio to Germany. 


@ Free broadcasting time for Roman Catholic and Jewish groups 
has been promised by the Baptist General Convention of Texas if 
its application for a television channel at Corpus Christi is approved 
by the Federal Communications Commission. At hearings held to 
determine whether the Baptist body or the Gulf Coast Broadcasting 
Company, a rival applicant, should be awarded the license, the Bap- 
tist spokesmen submitted a plan of operation under which they 
would allocate 71.2 per cent of the station’s time to entertainment, 
4.2 per cent to religious programs, 3.3 per cent to educational pro- 
grams, 3.6 per cent to discussion of public issues, and 3.6 per cent 
to community service programs. 
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How Not to Solve 
School Shortages 


“Rapid growth in population, coupled 
with the stoppage last summer in con- 
struction, has produced a shortage of 
about 100 public school rooms in St. 
Louis county. The Riverview School 
District has met this condition by rent- 
ing rooms for some 400 public school 
pupils in three churches—of the Lu- 
theran, Methodist, and Baptist de- 
nominations. 


“Even though this is meant to be 
only a temporary solution, it is far 
from a good one. The Riverview School 
District doubtless will correct it as 
soon as possible. Public school funds 
should not be paid to selected churches 
for use of church property, since such 
funds then may be used to advance 
these churches over other churches— 
or at least in competition with them.” 
—Editorial in the St. Louis “Post-Dis- 
} patch,” September 20. 
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MINISTER’S ‘CONTEMPT’ 
CONVICTION SET ASIDE 


Exonerating a minister previously 
convicted of “contempt of court” for 
a sermon he had preached last year 
(Church and State, October, 1952), 
Virginia’s Supreme Court of Appeals 
held recently that the clergyman’s 
sharp criticism of a decision by Cir- 
cuit Judge Walter T. McCarthy did 
not constitute “punishable contempt.” 

The Rev. Ross Allen Weston, pas- 
tor of Arlington Unitarian Church, 
declared after being informed of the 
court’s action in his case: 

“T am glad that the spirit of 
Thomas Jefferson is still alive in the 
high court of Virginia, and that it 
has reaffirmed freedom of speech, 
press, and religion. 

“T do not regret having preached 
the sermon at all. I felt a moral obli- 
gation to say what I did. I did what 
I felt was the duty of a minister.” 

The court rested its decision on 
what it judged to be the probable ef- 
fect and intent of the minister’s 
words, and declined to rule unconsti- 
tutional the state law (punishing per- 
sons uttering “obscene, contemptu- 
ous, or insulting language’”’ about a 
judge during or after a case) under 
which the indictment had been 
brought against Weston. “We are of 
the opinion,” the ruling declared, 
“that false and libelous utterances 
as to a judge’s conduct of an ended 
case may or may not be punishable 
contempt, depending on whether such 
utterances present a clear and present 
danger to the administration of jus- 
tice.” 








Growing Protestant Sects 
Heavily Taxed by Italy 


An annual tax levy of $8,000 on 
church property valued at $30,000 in 
one case and of $23,000 on church 
property valued at $45,000 in an- 
other, were cited as typical examples 
of discrimination by the Italian gov- 
ernment against certain popular U. S. 
sects during a recent discussion in 
Washington between evangelical lead- 
ers and Homer M. Byington, Jr., di- 
rector of the Office of Western Euro- 
pean Affairs of the U. S. Department 
of State. 

Protesting the “unjust” and “ex- 
orbitant” taxes were Dr. Noel Perkin, 
foreign missions secretary of the As- 
semblies of God, and the Rev. Sam 
P. Durrance of the Church of Christ. 
Also in Washington for the confer- 
ence was Giacomo Rosapepe, a Rome 
attorney, who ventured to explain 
why the Assemblies of God churches 
were prominent among those denied 
“recognition” —and hence tax exemp- 
tion—by the Italian government. The 
Pentecostals, he said, were the fast- 
est-growing Protestant group in Italy, 
and the Assemblies of God have won 
more than 80,000 converts during five 
years of work in the country. He ap- 
pealed to U. S. officials to exchange 
notes with Italy asking for an end to 
“religious discrimination,” and added 
that U. S. Ambassador Clare Boothe 
Luce had “promised all her support 
in our behalf.” “Hundreds of pastors 
and faithful,” Rosapepe declared, 
“have had the tragic experience of 
cases in court and of jail sentences. 
They were stopped from meeting 
even in private homes, stopped from 
worshiping God even in the open 
country, stopped from propagating 
their religious beliefs, since it is be- 
lieved that the Pentecostals are out- 
side the law.” He drew attention to 
the renewed application in Italy of 
a 1935 law which banned Pentecostal 
services as “harmful to the physical 
and psychological integrity of the 
race.” 


Petitions Presented 


At a second conference with State 
Department officials, the Rev. Billy 
Hood of Washington presented two 
petitions signed by Church of Christ 
members in the United States, one 
asking the United States to request 
that Italy grant unlimited, rather 
than three-month, visas to American 
missionaries, and the other asking 
the United States to request an end 
to the tax discrimination against 
Church of Christ buildings in Italy. 
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want to divide the country on the issue. 


affront.” 


Vatican Ambassador Hint Stirs Canada 


Remarks made by Canadian Prime Minister Louis St. Laurent concerning a possible 
move to establish diplomatic relations with the Vatican were taken note of recen 
by the Baptist Convention of Ontario and Quebec and the executive council of the 
Church of England in Canada. A resolution expressing its “unalterable opposition” to 
any such move was adopted by the Baptist Convention at its annual meeting in Ottawa 

“. . . religious liberty and the separation of church and state,” the resolution declared, 
“are not inalienable possessions, but must be untiringly maintained and defended lest 
we lose those precious principles for which our forefathers fought and died.” 


During the recent election campaign, St. Laurent had predicted the eventual ap- 
pointment of a Canadian Ambassador to the Vatican. A majority of his cabinet, the 
Prime Minister said, was in favor of the appointment, but he added that he did not 


The Baptist resolution urged “the Prime Minister and his cabinet to have a proper 
regard for the intense feelings on this matter of all the citizens of Canada and to take 
no step that will lead to the most determined opposition by all in Canada to whom 
the appointment of an envoy to Rome would mean both a political and a religious 


The Church of England group adopted a similar resolution and also set up a com- 
mittee on Protestant-Roman Catholic relations to deal with conflicting claims over 
government grants to “separate” schools and other questions. 








Afterward, the Rev. Donald S. Mc- 
Alpine, assistant Washington secre- 
tary of the National Association of 
Evangelicals, reported that the con- 
ference had been “very friendly,” and 
that an early reply was promised by 
the State Department. 

Italy has relented recently on the 
visa question to the extent of giving 
two-year renewals in certain cases 
which had received wide publicity 
(Church and State, September), but 
its basic repressive policy remains in 
effect. A resolution adopted last 
month by the Synod of the Walden- 
sian Church (the world’s oldest Prot- 
estant body), meeting at Torre Pel- 
lice, accused the Ministry of the 
Interior of repudiating “explicit con- 
stitutional guarantees of equal free- 
dom to all religious confessions,” and 
of refusing “to apply Articles XVII 
and XIX of the Constitution which 
relate to worship meetings.” 





Jesuit Library Policy 
(Continued from page 2) 


stein observed. “If, therefore, the 
facts are as you state, I should like 
to join my voice to yours in protest 
against the policy of the ‘certain Vet- 
erans Administration hospital _ li- 
brary’ to which you alluded.” In re- 
ply, Father Hartnett wrote that he 
could not honor Lichtenstein’s “un- 
usual request” because “it is not our 
policy to make available to outsiders 
such correspondence,” and suggested 
that the request be directed to the 
VA librarian. 

The truth, of course, is that such 
a request for information was not at 
all unusual, and followed naturally 
from the publication in America of 





its serious charge against the VA hos- 
pital library. Responsible editors cus- 
tomarily name names and give de- 
tails when they make such charges, 
and are not coy about making the 
facts available to interested persons, 
Father Hartnett, however, was un- 
derstandably reluctant to allow any 
close public scrutiny of this alleged 
censorship case because of the ex- 
treme vulnerability of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy in any such dis- 
cussion. The record shows that every 
effort was made by the hierarchy to 
bring about the suppression of Blan- 
shard’s book, which was based on a 
series of articles originally published 
in The Nation before that magazine 
was banned from New York City 
public school libraries in response to 
the hierarchy’s outcry against it. The 
Roman Catholic Church justifies the 
suppression of non-Catholic “error” 
on the ground that “error” does not 
have the same rights as “truth,” 
which is regarded in Father Hart- 
nett’s circle as a Roman Catholic 
monopoly. 

On the same day that the POAU 
staff member sent his inquiry to 
America (and without benefit of Fa- 
ther Hartnett’s advice), he had also 
written to the Veterans Administra- 
tion for the needed information. In 
reply, a Washington VA official told 
him that the VA library division here 
did not have authority to determine 
the book selection policy for libraries 
in the field, but that every effort was 
being made to persuade the library 
involved to provide the O’Neill book 
along with the Blanshard. 





POAU’s current membership drive 
is now getting into high gear. See 
page 7 for details. 
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LEADING THE BATTLE FOR FREEDOM 


(The brief portrait sketches below are part of a series which will include, 
when completed, all the officers and members of POAU’s executive committee. 
Others will appear in subsequent issues of Church and State.) 





Harold C. Fitz 


The forebears of Harold C. Fitz 
landed in Massachusetts in 1630; 
during the formative years of the na- 
tion that was yet to be, they saw the 
gradual unfolding of the religious-lib- 
erty ideal which was to become Amer- 
ica’s most distinguishing feature. To 
that ideal, Rear Admiral Fitz (U. S. 
Navy, Ret.) is deeply devoted. This 
eminent layman of the Christian Sci- 
ence Church brings to his service as a 
POAU board member the zeal and 
ability which made his many years 
of service in the Navy so outstanding. 
A member of the bar of the District 
of Columbia and a graduate of the 
United States Naval Academy and 
the Harvard Law School, Admiral 
Fitz—before he attained that rank— 
performed brilliantly in World War 
II as commanding officer of the 
cruiser Santa Fe in the Fast Carrier 
Task Force in the Pacific and as Es- 
cort Commander of slow convoys in 
the North Atlantic. Among his awards 
for combat duty were the Navy Cross 
for assistance rendered to the burning 
carrier Franklin, the Legion of Merit, 
the Bronze Star, Commendation, and 
the Order of the British Empire. He 
has applied his executive ability and 
legal training to many complicated 
administrative and technical prob- 
lems of the Navy, including contract 
and war damage questions, and has 
conducted investigations for the Navy 
with final reports in Senate hearings. 





C. Stanley Lowell 


A Summons to Protestants is a title 
familiar to pioneer members of 
POAU—for this eloquent sermon by 
the Rev. Dr. C. Stanley Lowell was 
one of the earliest and most popular 
pieces of literature printed by the or- 
ganization as a major statement on 
behalf of religious liberty. Dr. Low- 
ell, minister of the Wesley Methodist 
Church of Washington, D. C., has 
served POAU first as a member of 
the National Advisory Council and 
(since 1950) as a member of the 
Board of Trustees. Born in Hastings, 
Minnesota, he attended the public 
schools of that city and completed 
undergraduate work at Asbury Col- 
lege, Wilmore, Kentucky, then took 
a Master’s degree at Duke Univer- 
sity and graduated from the Yale Di- 
vinity School. Dr. Lowell’s ministry 
began in Miami, Florida, where he 
served as minister of the Tamiami 
Temple Methodist Church. He was 
active in community work, particu- 
larly as president of the Dade County 
Council of Social Agencies, and was 
well known as a radio preacher. Sub- 
sequently, he became minister of the 
Atonement Methodist Church, Wil- 
mington, Delaware; a war-time U. S. 
Navy Chaplain; then minister of the 
Wesley Methodist Church, Dover, 
Delaware; and, in 1947, he was called 
to his present pastorate in the nation’s 
capital. Dr. Lowell is a widely read 
religious journalist and lecturer. 





POAU for your copy. 


The recently signed Concordat between the Franco government and the Vatican 
(see story on page 2) affords such a perfect illustration of the evils of church-state 
union that POAU has decided to publish an English translation of the text. Write to 
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Good Neighbors? 


(Continued from page 1) 


archbishops attacking the Summer 
Linguistic Institute, affiliated with 
the University of Oklahoma, as a 
“screen for Protestant proselytizing 
in this country,” and also making a 
similar charge against the Robert G. 
LeTourneau construction company, 
a U.S. firm. The archbishops pointed 
to an official Peruvian government 
decree of January 4, 1945, which had 
used the following revealing language: 
“Considering that the government in- 
vests considerable funds for the de- 
velopment of the Catholic missions. 
their activities must not be destroyed 
or contradicted by a different reli- 
gious propaganda.” 

In the United States, where the 
government does not “invest” in theo- 
logical enterprises, the Roman Cath- 
olic press could not be quite as blunt 
as its South American counterparts 
in asking for government interven- 
tion. Nevertheless, the aim of using 
weapons of state on behalf of the 
church was made abundantly clear. 
“U. S. Should Act Against Proselyti- 
zation,” screamed the headline over 
the Rev. Paul H. Hallett’s syndicated 
column as it appeared in the Denver 
Register of September 6. The priest 
wrote, in part: 

Although it is primarily the responsi- 
bility of the governments concerned to for- 
bid the ingress of trouble-making aliens 
into these Latin-American countries, it 
would not be inconsistent with our own 
policy were we to refuse passports to those 


whose object in Latin America would re- 
sult to our disadvantage. 


Who Wants Interference? 


Instead of forthrightly rejecting 
the Roman Catholic demand that 
“U. S. Should Act Against Proselyti- 
zation,” our government has main- 
tained silence. Dr. Eisenhower, re- 
plying on September 23 to POAU’s 
letter, wrote: 


On my trip to South America, I carefully 
refrained from speaking to any group 
about the religious problem, for I could 
easily have been found guilty, otherwise, 
of interfering in the internal affairs of a 
nation. It is true that some groups mailed 
petitions and declarations to me but these 
went unacknowledged. 

You will realize that I made the trip, 
not to interfere in internal affairs, but to 
try to strengthen the official relationships 
of the ten republics of South America with 
the United States. 

Thank you very much for writing me. 


Dr. Eisenhower apparently forgot 
that the issue arose in the first place 
because his Latin-American petition- 
ers had sought to interfere in U. S. 
“internal affairs.” 








KENTUCKY POAU UNIT STUDIES REMEDIES 





AS ATTORNEY GENERAL IGNORES ABUSES 
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POAU leaders in Kentucky met last month with Executive Director Glenn 
I.. Archer at the Brown Hotel in Louisville to discuss ways and means of 
eliminating numerous church-state tie-ups in the state’s school system. Pic- 
tured above (left to right) are the Rev. Dr. James Rawlings of Bradfords- 
ville, president of the Kentucky Free Public Schools Committee (a POAU 


affiliate); Archer; Boyle Clark, at- 
torney, of Columbia, Mo.; and for- 
mer Judge Eugene Siler of Williams- 
burg, counsel for the free schools 
committee. Similar problems affecting 
Indiana’s public schools were also dis- 
cussed at the meeting, which was at- 
tended by representatives of the Free 
Schools Committee of Southern In- 
diana, a POAU unit. 

Possible legal moves in the Ken- 
tucky situation are being studied 
carefully in the light of Attorney 
General J. D. Buckman’s refusal to 
initiate any action against the abuses. 
In spite of the fact that Siler had 
presented him with evidence of four 
specific types of violations in the 
state’s public schools (Church and 
State, May), Buckman insisted that 
he could not act because of insuffi- 
ciency of evidence and because the 
violations had ;not been called to his 
attention by the state board of edu- 
cation or by county school boards. 

POAU leaders at the meeting made 
it clear that they would push legal ac- 
tion against any group, regardless of 
sect, found to be violating the prin- 
ciple of church-state separation, Prot- 
estants included. “We have filed suit 
against more Catholic groups than 
Protestant,” Archer said, “but we 
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have no hesitancy about joining 
Protestants in our suits.” Explaining 
the reason for the greater frequency 
of suits against violations benefiting 
the Roman church, he declared: “The 
question comes down to this—Should 
the public’s tax dollar be used to in- 
culcate the idea that all other reli- 
gions but this one are counterfeit?” 
The POAU leader also pointed out 
that court action is not always nec- 
essary, and cited several instances 
where both Catholic and Protestant 
violations were ended after informal 
discussions among the various inter- 
ested groups. 

Delegates to the Louisville meeting 
laid plans for a series of mass meet- 
ings in Kentucky this month. 





... A born aristocrat and suppos- 
edly a good Roman Catholic, von 
Papen devoted twelve years of his life 
to the service of Hitler with all the 
self-righteousness of an honest man 
fighting for an honorable cause. . 
During the Nineteen Twenties he was 
a leader of the Catholic Center party. 
. . .—From review of Franz Von 
Papen Memoirs, Orville Prescott, 
New York Times, August 17. 








ON NAMING 
A JUDGE 


“It does not really matter whether 
the new Chief Justice be Republican 
or Democrat, ‘conservative’ or ‘liberal,’ 
Catholic or Protestant or Jew. What 
matters greatly is that he be a great 
Chief Justice. The President's oppor- 
tunity here is historic. We trust that 
he will realize it with distinction.”— 
From editorial on “The Court” in the 
lay Roman Catholic weekly, “The Com. 
monweal,”’ September 25. 











tee 


Seek to Ban Population 
Studies at UN Sessions 


The United Nations must “knock 
out” the entire question of birth con- 
trol at its forthcoming session if it 
wishes to have the support of Roman 
Catholics, a Pax Romana official de- 
clared at a recent three-day confer- 
ence in Geneva, Switzerland, at which 
156 European non-governmental or- 
ganizations were represented. Pax 
Romana is an international organiza- 
tion of Catholic university students 
and alumni. 

Jean de la Croix, the Pax Romana 
spokesman, was countered by Mrs. 
Erin Fleetwood, a women’s organiza- 
tion representative from Sweden. De 
la Croix said that consideration by 
the UN of birth control proposals was 
“an insult to religion and the Cre- 
ator,” and insisted that the only 
“remedy to population outgrowth” 
should be the improvement of “agri- 
cultural and trading techniques and 

. . migration on a large scale . . . as 
there are many parts of the world still 
underpopulated.” Mrs. Fleetwood 
held that “birth control knowledge 
should be given to all who ask for it 
in the interests of health and human 
dignity.” 

Earlier, a former member of Bel- 
gium’s UN delegation, Professor 
Omer de Raeymaekers of Louvain 
University, told a meeting of the 
Catholic Workers Movement in The 
Netherlands that Roman Catholics 
should “close ranks and cooperate 
more closely” to oppose the “advance 
of materialistic conceptions” in the 
world body. 








Plan now to attend POAU’s Sixth 
National Conference on Church and 
State, January 20-21, 1954, in Wash- 
ington, D. C. Watch “Church and 
State” for details of the convention. 


— 




















CHURCH AND STATE 
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SPANISH CONCORDAT 


(Continued from page 2) 


opinion, particularly in radio and televi- 
son programs, a suitable place be given 
to the exposition and defense of religious 
truth by priests and religious designated by 
agreement with the respective ordinary. 


Other high lights of the Concordat 
include: 

ARTICLE V. The State shall observe as 
holidays the days fixed as such by the 
Church in the Code of Canon Law or in 

ticular instructions concerning local fes- 
tivals, and shall in its legislation make the 
necessary provisions. .. . 


ARTICLE VI. . . . the Spanish priests 
shall daily offer petitions for Spain and for 
the Head of the State, following the tra- 
ditional formula and prescriptions of the 
Sacred Liturgy. 


ARTICLE IX. 1. . . . the contracting 
parties shall proceed, by common agree- 
ment, to revise the diocesan boundaries. .. . 

2. For the cstablishment of a new dio- 
cese or ecclesiastical province and for other 
changes in diocesan boundaries that might 
be judged necessary, the Holy See shall 


previously reach an agreement with the 
Spanish Government... . 


3. The Spanish State pledges itself to 
provide for the economic needs of the dio- 
ceses that are set up in the future. .. . 

Moreover, the State,*of itself or through 
interested local communities, shall con- 
tribute a special subsidy toward the initial 
expenses of organization of the new dio- 
ceses; in particular it shall subsidize the 
construction of the new cathedrals and the 
buildings intended for the prelate’s resi- 
dence, offices of the Curia (ecclesiastical 
tribunal), and diocesan Seminaries. 


ARTICLE XIV. .. . To occupy posi- 
tions of employment or public offices, they 
(the clergy and religious) shall need the 
“Nihil Obstat” of their ordinary and of the 
ordinary of the place where they are to 
carry on their activities. If the “Nihil 
Obstat” is revoked, they shall not be able 
to continue filling such positions. 


ARTICLE XVI. 1. The prelates referred 
to in paragraph 2 of Canon 120 of the 
Code of Canon Law shall not be sum- 
moned before a lay judge without there 


having been previously obtained the neces- 
sary permission from the Holy See. .. . 

ARTICLE XIX. 1. The Church and the 
State shall study, by common agreement, 
the creation of an adequate ecclesiastical 
patrimony that will assure a suitable dota- 
tion [maintenance] of worship and the 
clergy... . 

ARTICLE XXX. 1. . . . The State 
shall attempt to aid economically, as far 
as possible, the training houses of the reli- 
gious Orders and Congregations, especially 
those of missionary character. 

ARTICLE XXXI. 1. The Church shall 
be able to exercise freely the right which 
belongs to it according to Canon 1375 of 
the Code of Canon Law, to organize and 
direct public schools of any kind and level, 
including for the laity... . 


(From the Final Protocol). In con- 
nection with Article XXIII... 

(C) In the recognition of mixed mar- 
riages between Catholics and non-Catho- 
lics, the State shal] harmonize its legislation 
with Canon Law. 

To freedom-loving Americans ihe 
Vatican-Spanish Concordat appears 
to be a form of tyranny under the 
cloak of religion. 





Doubling POAU's Membership in 1953 


MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 








The 1953 national and chapter membership drive is continuing with good results. Many 
chapters are staging city-wide campaigns. Please check (x) and send in the blank below. 


Your help is needed. 


(Tear off and mail to POAU, or use separate sheet) 


To POAU, 1633 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 





(-) Yes, I want to help in the membership drive. > 


Please add these memberships. Enclosed is $3 for each. 























Name .............. 
(Mr., Mrs., Miss, Rev.) 
Adress oneccccccccecceee 
City i) Cee 
Name ...... 
(Mr., Mrs., Miss, Rev.) 
Address ...... 
City (.....) State 





errr 
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Enclosed is §............ 


mda for all items. 


Please put additional names on separate sheet. 


(Please check (x) below) 


(.....) I will distribute POAU member- 
ship literature. Send some. 


(....) I will serve as a “Membership 
Worker” in local chapter, 
church, or city. 


(....) I will help arrange a public 
meeting in my church. 


(.....) Please renew my own member- 
ship. 


(.....) Make me a new POAU member. 








a is enclosed for this) 
Sent in by— 
Name 
(Mr., Mrs., Miss, Rev.} 
Address 
City. (...) State... 
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POAU Refutes 


Ritter, presenting the issue as a mat- 
ter of “life or death” for Catholic 
children traveling the highways, had 
called for a constitutional amendment 
to get around the Missouri Supreme 
Court’s decision of last June (Church 
and State, July) and a subsequent 
Attorney General’s opinion that state 
law gives public school boards no au- 
thority to enter into any contract for 
the transportation of non-public 
school children. The POAU statement 
said, in part: 

It is doubtful whether Archbishop Joseph 
E. Ritter really meant what he said when 
he called recently for a constitutional 
amendment “to provide for transportation 
of children to and from any school or in- 
stitution of learning.” If he wishes “any” 
school to be aided, then he must wish that 
a school operated by a Communist or Fas- 
cist group be aided, as also schools operated 
by many respectable groups and churches 
which teach doctrines sharply opposed to 
those of Archbishop Ritter’s own church. 

But whether or not Archbishop Ritter 
meant what he said, it is clear that the 
Founding Fathers of this nation expressly 
repudiated the idea that sectarian educa- 
tional institutions could be accorded the 
status of public institutions entitled to pub- 
lic aid. The religious-freedom clause of the 
First Amendment forbade both a govern- 
ment “establishment” of religion and any 
government interference with religion, and 
in its first aspect was a recognition of 
Thomas Jefferson’s principle that “to com- 
pel a man to furnish contributions of 
money for the propagation of opinions 
which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyran- 
As 

After saying, “Surely, it is not necessary 
to appeal to the emotions of our people” 


Archbishop’s 
‘Welfare’ Plea in Bus Case 


The current controversy in Missouri over the exclusion of parochial school 
pupils from public school busses will never be clarified if the question is ap- 
proached in the melodramatic terms used recently by: St. Louis’ Roman Cath- 
olic Archbishop Joseph E. Ritter, declared POAU Executive Director Glenn L. 
Archer in reply to the former’s lengthy address on the subject. Archbishop 





on this question, Archbishop Ritter went 
on to make some very emotional—and mis- 
leading—appeals. Implying that the school 
bus transportation proposal is a “welfare,” 
rather than an “educational,” issue, he 
warned that the “lives of tens of thousands 
of children of Missouri will be endangered 
on our state highways if the situation is 
not remedied promptly. . . .” But if the 
state is to provide transportation for all 
children who may be traveling through the 
streets at any time, then it must provide 
transportation for children going to the 
movies on Saturday, or to Sunday school, 
or to a sandlot baseball game, or a Boy 
Scout meeting—else the “lives of tens of 
thousands of children of Missouri will be 
endangered” on the streets and highways! 


No, it is not about safety that Arch- 
bishop Ritter is concerned—it is education, 
and, specifically, Roman Catholic education, 
which he wishes to promote at public ex- 
pense. The arguments advanced by the 
Archbishop have been dealt with by many 
state courts, and, in a majority of decisions, 
have been rejected. As an Oklahoma court 
said in Gurney vs. Ferguson, 190 Oklahoma 
254 (1941): 

“It is true that this use of public money 
and property aids the child, but it is no less 
true that practically every proper expendi- 
ture for school purposes aids the child. We 
are convinced that this expenditure, in its 
broad and true sense, and as commonly 
understood, is an expenditure in further- 
ance of the constitutional duty or func- 
tion of maintaining schools as organizations 
or institutions. The State has no authority 
to maintain a sectarian school. Surely the 
expenditure of public funds for the erec- 
tion of school buildings, the purchasing 
and equipping and the upkeep of same, 
the payment of teachers, and for other 
proper related purposes is expenditure made 
for schools as such. Yet the same argument 








CHURCH AND STATE 


Monthly Organ of 
Protestants and Other Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State 


1633 Massachusetts Ave., N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 


Nun-Teachers Dropped 
From Johnsburg Case 


The names of six Roman Catholic 
teaching nuns who were originally 
named as defendants, along with four 
public education officials, in the suit 
brought by Mrs. Dorothy N. Larson 
at Johnsburg, Illinois, have been 
dropped from the case by Circuit 
Judge Bernard Decker on the ground 
that they resigned their public schoo] 
positions on -fay 30. It now remains 
to be seen whether Mrs. Larson’s at- 
torney will be successful in obtaining 
from the court a decision on the fun- 
damental issue of whether or not a 
“public” school may lawfully be con- 
ducted in a parochial school building 
and with classes taught by garbed 
nuns (Church and State, May). 

The six nuns have returned to 
teaching non-public parochial school 
classes at St. John’s Roman Catholic 
Church school—now housed in tem- 
porary quarters pending completion 
of a new $100,000 parochial school. 

At the opening of the public school 
term in September, 23 pupils were on 
hand, with Mrs. Betty Tuft serving 
as teacher for all classes. Last year, 
a total of 194 pupils attended the 
parochial-“public” school, including 
152 Roman Catholics. 





is equally applicable to those expenditures 
as to the present one. 

“If the cost of the school bus and the 
maintenance and operation thereof was 
not in aid of the public schools, then ex- 
penditures therefor out of the school funds 
would be unauthorized and illegal. Yet, we 
assume that it is now acquiesced in by all 
that such expenditures are properly in aid 
of the public schools and are authorized 
and legal expenditures. If the maintenance 
and operation of the bus and the transpor- 
tation of pupils is in aid of the public 
schools, then it would seem necessarily to 
follow that when pupils of a parochial 
school are transported such service would 
likewise be in aid of that school.” 


“Innocence” 


A sharp analysis of statements 
made by the Archdiocesan Council 
of Catholic Men, as well as by Arch- 
bishop Ritter, was issued in behalf 
of the St. Louis Chapter of POAU by 
its president, the Rev. J. Edwin Hew- 
lett, pastor of the Southwest Baptist 
Church. After pointing out the incon- 
sistencies, bad logic, and irrelevancies 
of the Roman Catholic arguments, 
the POAU chapter official observed: 
“It hardly becomes one in the posi- 
tion of an Archbishop to plead for 
such inequality with cries for the 
safety of innocent children on public 
highways. We agree that the children 
are innocent; but the Archbishop is 
not.” 
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